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Summary of Society Activities 
 
Like all organizations, 2020 presented many challenges for the NBSA.  We began the year 
with a plan to launch a new event in support of the North Bay Food Bank, but we soon 
learned the impact that Covid-19 would have on our organization, community, and our daily 
lives. 
 
After debating how the NBSA might push forward with action items for the year, our 
membership decided it best to pause meetings and planned activities since our members 
primary focus was, understandably, navigating their businesses through this challenging time. 
 
We did, however, continue to support the Dionne Quints Heritage Board – a local non-profit 
responsible for the historic Dionne Quintuplets birth home – with landscaping suggestions 
and concepts for future interpretive panels to describe the story of the Dionne girls. 
 
Our society was also pleased to once again receive special purpose funding from the OAA 
this year.  A summary of the application and use of funds is outlined on the next page as part 
of the Special Project Funding Report. 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
  NORTH BAY SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 

NBSA.CA  
CHAIR@NBSA.CA  PAGE 2 OF 7 

 

Special Project Funding Report 
 
Following the success of our society’s first-ever NBSA Scholarship process in 2019, we were 
excited to once again pursue Special Project funding to support this great initiative.  The 
scholarships were created to support high school students within our society boundary who 
would be pursuing a career in architecture.  One scholarship valued at $1000 is awarded to a 
student pursuing a degree in architecture, while a second valued at $500 is awarded to a 
student pursuing a diploma in architectural technology.  
 
The members of our society worked together to develop the framework, eligibility criteria, 
and evaluation system for the scholarships.  We issued the scholarship documents to every 
high school within our society boundary, and posted information on our website, and also 
issued a media release which garnered some coverage. 
 
Three applications were received for the scholarships, and the recipients of the awards were 
as follows: 
 
$1000 University Scholarship 
Recipient Name:  Laurel Wilson 
High School:  Almaguin Highlands Secondary School, South River 
University:  University of Toronto, Toronto 
 
$500 College Scholarship 
Recipient Name:  Esther Lee 
High School:  St. Joseph Scollard Hall, North Bay 
College:   Georgian College, Barrie 
 
Refer to Appendix A for media coverage and Appendix B for photos of the recipients. 
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Financial Report  
 
Summary of year ending December 31st, 2020: 
 

 
 
The total holdings of the Society at the close of 2020 is $15,606.53. 
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Report prepared by: 
 
Nathan Jensen  M.ARCH  OAA  MRAIC 

Chair, North Bay Society of Architects 
chair@nbsa.ca 
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Appendix A - 2020 Special Funding News Coverage and Photos 
 
North Bay Nipissing News, May 14, 2020 
 

https://www.northbaynipissing.com/opinion‐story/9985806‐north‐bay‐society‐of‐

architects‐announces‐scholarship‐opportunities/  
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My North Bay Now, May 16, 2020 
 
https://www.mynorthbaynow.com/54192/nbsa-now-accepting-applications-for-
scholarships/?fbclid=IwAR04FPxKSuFl6ZiBdLSPYSI8ubXoOUgxrwirO96Evk9j-0CCmfgu-
sDsKOc  
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Appendix B - 2020 Scholarship Winner Photos

 
Esther Lee, 2020 NBSA College Scholarship Recipient 
 

 
Laurel Wilson, 2020 NBSA University Scholarship Recipient 



 

 
 
NOSA I Northern Ontario Society of Architects 2020 Activities Report 
 
January 4, 2020 
NOSA Chair: Amber Salach 
Number of Current Members: 32 Members and 8 Intern Architects and Student Members 
Membership includes: Licensed Architects, Intern Architects, Student Associates and Retired 
Architects. 
 
In 2020 NOSA continued to focus on engagement and promotion of our local society initiatives. It was not 
quite as an eventful year for NOSA due to the Pandemic, social distancing and the cancellation of the Special 
Funding requests. At the beginning of the year, we were able to organize, host a few architectural advocacy 
events. Below is a summary our NOSA’s activities for 2020.   

 

A Workshop on the Proposed National Architecture Policy for Canada at the McEwen School of 
Architecture, Sudbury 

Tuesday Feb. 25, 5:30-8:00 McEwen School of Architecture Lecture Hall and Crit Pit/Atrium 

NOSA in conjunction with McEwen School of Architecture hosted the workshop and forum for the proposed 
policy. There was a diverse group of attendees who contributed to the discussion, such as local architects, 
interns, students and retired architects. Also in attendance were McEwen School of Architecture faculty 
members, City of Greater Sudbury Chief Building Official, Planners, various institutional representatives such 
as school boards, colleges and university facility staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Agenda Recap 

Please join use for the following event which is being co-organized by NOSA (Northern Ontario Society of 
Architects), MSoA (McEwen School of Architecture) and Toon Dreesen, former OAA (Ontario Association of 
Architects President) and representative for the Canadian Architectural Licensing Authorities (CALA). 

1. Introductions by Shannon Bassett, MSoA and Amber Salach (NOSA) 
2. Toon Dreessen to speak for 25 min with slide show on Proposed National Architecture Policy 
3. Half hour workshop in Atrium/Crit Pit with 8-10 people per group consisting of Sudbury leaders, 

constituents, stakeholders, elected officials, MSoA professors and Architecture students and local 
architects 

4. Questions will be distributed 
5. Teams will write down answers and report to the entire group 
6. Follow-up and reporting  
7. Closing remarks in Lecture Hall 

https://www.canadianarchitect.com/an-architecture-policy-for-canada/ 

https://architecturecanada.ca/ 

Film Screening and Panel Discussion of City Dreamers  

February 12th, 2020 at 5:30 at the McEwen School of Architecture, held in conjuction with MSoA and 
local firm, YBSA.  

The film is about our changing urban environment and four trailblazing women architects who have been 
working, observing and thinking about the transformations shaping the cities of today and tomorrow for over 
70 years. The screening will be followed by a discussion with Joseph Hillel (film director) and Shannon 
Bassett, Assistant Professor of Architecture. 

This event also marked the launching of WOA(S) - the Women of Architecture Sudbury group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.canadianarchitect.com/an-architecture-policy-for-canada/
https://architecturecanada.ca/


 

 

McEwen School of Architecture Endowment Fund/Bursary and Student Award 
 
In 2014, NOSA approved a motion to contribute towards the newly opened McEwen School of Architecture at 
Laurentian University. An agreement was signed with LU and NOSA provided $9,000 that was put towards a 
student bursary fund. In 2015, it was agreed upon to continue to contribute to this bursary, by providing LU an 
additional $1000 per year moving forward. In 2020, NOSA did not contribute any additional dollars to the 
endowment fund.  
 
This year the endowment was valued at $400.00 and the Northern Ontario Architects Award for the 2019/2020 
academic year was given to MSOA student, Pascal Rocheleau 
 
ENDOWMENT SUMMARY 8011171  
Opening Balance: $11,151.73  
New Contributions: $1,000.00  
Closing Balance: $12,151.73  
 
AWARD SUMMARY  
Opening Balance: $12.14  
Interest: $372.81  
Additional Contributions: $0.00  
Scholarship Awarded 2019-2020: ($400.00)  
Closing Balance: ($15.05) 
 
Annual OAA President’s Visit 
On October 6th, 2020 a different type of visit was conducted; it was held virtually via Zoom with not only 
NOSA, but with the North Bay and Algoma Society of Architects. Approximately 10 NOSA members joined the 
annual event.  

The discussion included the following topics: 

- Welcome Remarks by President Kurtin  
- Council Priorities 2020 - Progress made  
- Change, Adaptation and Resilience for the Profession, for the OAA and for local Societies  

• What’s Changed  
• What’s the same  
• Adapting to the pandemic while working towards climate stability  
• Anticipating the future and planning for resilience  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
CACB Letter of Support for the McEwen School of Architecture Accreditation.  
NOSA provided a letter of support for the McEwen School of Architecture (MSOA) candidacy for accreditation 
with the Canadian Architectural Certification Board. 

See attached letter.  

Sudbury 2050 Urban Design Competition 
NOSA’S involvement for this incredibly successful design competition was one of advocacy and promotion, as 
well as a practicing architect member of NOSA was a juror. Furthermore, NOSA provided a $1500 monetary 
contribution for the awards. There were over 300 entries!  
 
Laurentian University’s McEwen School of Architecture (MSoA) is excited to announce that the Sudbury 2050 
Urban Design Ideas Competition is in full swing. You can check it out at sudbury2050.ca.  
 
The Sudbury 2050 Urban Design Ideas Competition offers a unique opportunity for urban thinkers from 
around the world to present their visions for our city’s future. It’s a chance to reimagine the entire urban core 
of a city.  
 
There has never been a design competition like this in Canada.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NOSA (in)activities worth noting due to the Pandemic: 

- NOSA 2020 Fall Architecture Tour this event was cancelled due to the Pandemic and the request for 
Special Funding was withdrawn.  

- NOSA 2020 Spring Social Event – this event was cancelled due to the Pandemic. 
- Public Lectures as part of the McEwen School of Architecture Lecture Series the in person series was 

cancelled due to the Pandemic. 
- Membership Continuing Education seminars or workshops were not hosted in person  
- Monthly Meetings and Get Togethers were minimal 

End of NOSA 2020 Annual Report 



NORTHERN ONTARIO SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 04-Jan-21
2020 Annual Financial Report

Starting Balance 3,697.66$       

Incoming Revenue
      NOSA Membership Dues 3,980.00$  
Total Incoming Revenue 3,980.00$       

Expenditures
      ANSSI LASSILA meal reimbursement 82.80-$        
      January 2020 NOSA Lunch 61.84-$        
      February 2020 NOSA Dinner 29.83-$        
      MSoA Portfolio Reviews for Students Honorarium for 
      local architect 200.00-$      
      MSoA Portfolio Reviews for Students Honorarium for 
      local architect 300.00-$      
      National Architecture Policy Forum - Food 717.55-$      
      National Architecture Policy Forum - Toon Dressen cost 
      to facilitate 1,079.26-$  
      Sudbury 2050 Donation 1,500.00-$  
      Service Charges 247.96-$      
Total Expenditures 4,219.24-$       

Ending Balance 3,458.42$       



 

 

Niagara Society of Architects Report:  Events and Activities - 2020 
 
The year 2020 was rather different than other years due to the limitations on in-person events.   
 
Meetings: 
An in-person meeting was held on February 27 (Heather Sakai of Guardian Glass), with 
subsequent planned meetings being cancelled.   
 
Discussions were held from time-to-time with two of the usual meeting places (The 
St.Catharines Club and the Dalhousie Yacht Club), and although, through much of the year 
arrangements could be made, they would be difficult, so it was decided to defer in-person 
meetings.   
 
In July an on-line architectural quiz night was held, with a variety of questions about architecture 
and construction.  
 
In the previous OAA Continuing Education cycle the NSoA conducted a 'Get Your ConEd 
Hours Day', which was a Friday before cycle end which was packed with material for those who 
were short of hours, and those who wanted some to carry forward.  As this was not possible, four 
on-line 'Zoom' sessions were set up. 
 
These included:   

November 19:  OAA president's talk 
November 26:  with Durock on wall systems 
December 15:  with Tom Miller a British architect, who spoke on 'The Modest House' and 

conducted a fascinating discussion with the NSoA attendees.  Unusually for the NSoA, 
this was held at noon, because of the time differences between the UK and Niagara.  This 
was a very successful venture, and opened the door for more international content that 
can be developed in the future. 

December 17:  with Tremco on roofing materials and approaches 
 
Films: 
Although the 2020 Architecture+Design film series had to be cancelled, it was decided to 
develop the planned film trailers to be shown at the St.Catharines Performing Arts Centre before 
the films, both those belonging to the series, as well as before other selected films.  Discussions 
were held in 2019/early 2020 with possible film producers and Lauren Emberson was selected on 
the basis of her understanding of architecture, viewing of other pieces of her work, as well as her 
competitive price.  Through the summer a sub-committee worked with Ms.Emberson to develop 
four short film trailers featuring the architecture of Niagara and the involvement of Niagara 
architects in its creation.  These will be used when the film series resumes and is not being 
hosted on the NSoA website, as well as being used at other events, such as the Cultural Days part 
of the Grape and Wine Festival (cancelled in 2020), when it resumes.  The work was completed 
in late 2020. 
 
Scholarships: 
The scholarship programme was run again, and six applications were received.  The quality of 
the applications was excellent and the committee decided to give two awards in 2020, one to a 
Waterloo student, and one to a Carleton student.  It was decided to award two scholarships in 



 

 

future years, provided that suitable applications are received.  Based on the success of the talk 
given by a previous recipient, the scholarship now includes the obligation of the student to 
deliver a talk about their educational experience and their project work, to a NSoA meeting at a 
future convenient time.  
 
Construction Liaison Project 
Participation in joint Niagara 'Public Procurement for Local Prosperity Project' with the Niagara 
area contractors and other consultants continued in the first months of the year.  Activities were 
suspended through much of 2020, and will resume in 2021 when it is possible.  The NSoA 
worked to increase relations with the Niagara-area contractors, in promoting the industry, 
including NSoA representation at some of their meetings, and in the sponsorship of an 'Ice Dogs' 
hockey game, unfortunately cancelled due to the virus.   
 
Walking Tour Project: 
In conjunction with the proposed 2021 OAA conference to be held in Niagara Falls, the NSoA 
received Special Projects Funding to create an architectural walking tour of Niagara Falls.  
Although the conference was cancelled, the project continues, being undertaken by a sub-
committee.  The project was initially seen to be a paper guide to be included in the conference 
package, as well as put in the tourist racks at hotels, restaurants and the information centres, 
however now it is seen as being primarily in electronic form - accessible on the NSoA website 
and ultimately on a phone-accessible app.  There is considerable general historical material 
available, but it does not have an architectural focus.  Elements of this are being developed and 
as they reach a somewhat-complete form are being posted on the NSoA website. 
 
Media Coverage:  
The NSoA continued with obtaining media coverage.  The executive ensured that the death of 
Don Chapman at the age of 94 was well covered in the media - a third of a page on page two of 
the main newspapers.  Don Chapman was known for his many years as one of the main 
architects in Niagara Falls.  The awarding of the scholarships was also covered in the major 
regional newspapers, complete with a photograph of one of the students being presented with her 
cheque.    
 



 

 

 
Summary of Income and Expenses:   Niagara Society of Architects 
Income Statement:   January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020 
 
Revenue 
Membership fees        $ 4,655.00 
Continuing Education Events:        1,368.60 
Special project (Public Procurement)        3,000.00 
Special project  (Walking Tour)        5,500.00 
TOTAL REVENUE...................................   $14,523.60 
 
Expenditures 
Scholarships        $ 2,000.00 
Film trailer development         5,989.00 
Website maintenance              339.00 
Public Procurement for Local Prosperity 
                 (Armstrong communications)         2,260.00 
Niagara Society of Architects meetings             404.48 
Hockey game sponsorship with advertising rights           100.00 
Reception for the lecture 'Better Cities' film festival         226.00 
Architectural Film Fest at PAC              339.00 
Rack cards for architectural city tours             89.84 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES.............               $11,747.32 
 
Operating Surplus:           $2,776.28 
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January 10, 2020 

Northwestern Ontario Society of Architects – 2020 Year in Review 
 

We are pleased to provide our 2020 overview of activities and undertakings for the Northwestern Ontario 
Society of Architect, including our year-end accounting. 
 
2020 had proven to be a year of new challenges and change due to the COVID-19 pandemic which affected 
us world-wide shortly after our first Society Meeting held February 13th of 2020. The pandemic changed the 
way we do business and the way in which we go about our daily lives.  
 
Following the provincial shut-down and ongoing impact that COVID placed on society, NWOSA carried out 
two additional society meetings virtually using the ZOOM platform and maintained regular correspondence 
through email, providing members with valuable information and insight related to the changes and 
ongoing measures that impact our profession.  
 
With the COVID pandemic having such a wide-spread effect on society, it led our membership to evaluate 
how our local society of architects could make an impact in our community that would demonstrate our 
commitment to recognizing the effect that the pandemic is having on our community and the various not-
for-profit organizations in need of additional funds to support the challenges being felt within the 
community. For this we chose to provide a $2,000.00 sponsorship toward the Thunder Bay United Way’s 
COVID-19 Community Relief Fund campaign, providing financial support to local not-for-profit 
organizations such as; 

• Dew Drop Inn 
• Shelter House 
• Regional Food Distribution Association 
• Our Kids Count 
• Northwestern Ontario Women’s Centre 

As local Chair, I have participated in several virtual OAA Society Chair meetings this year, encouraging 
conversation amongst the various societies throughout the province. These meetings are continuing into 
2021 and provide the opportunity to share thoughts, ideas and continue to discuss issues and challenges 
impacting the profession. 

 
Our local members also participated in this year’s OAA President Virtual Tour, which for the first time 
brought together several northern Ontario societies into one meeting to share thoughts and ideas that are 
common between our communities and the members. Our members were very receptive and responsive to 
the meeting and conversation that took place and look forward to continuing with the tradition. 
 
2021 will continue to bring new challenges and adjustments and NWOSA will be carrying out its local 
society meetings using virtual meetings utilizing the ZOOM online conferencing platform.  
 
The page following provides an overview of our 2020 financial information, with two past OAA Special 
Funds remaining in reserve due to challenges we are facing in the COVID-19 pandemic in carrying out the 
events they were intended to be utilized for. We continue to discuss and explore alternative options for 
completing the Special Events and this will be the first topic for discussion for the local society members in 
the coming year. 



Northwestern Ontario Society of Architects

2020 ANNUAL REPORT - FINANCIALS
Expense Details Debits Credits Note

2020.01.01 2020 Starting Balance $10,684.82
2020.05.07 OAA Member Fees (paid from OAA) $2,275.00

Additional Member Fees $130.00 2 members
Affiliate Member Fees $50.00 2 Affiliates

MEETINGS
2020.02.13 Society Meeting (Red Lion Smokehouse) $213.53 Debit

Subtotal Meetings $213.53

SPONSORSHIPS
2020.06.05 United Way of Thunder Bay - COVID Relief $2,000.00 Money Order

Subtotal Sponsorships $2,000.00

EXPENSES
2020.08.11 Firedog Communications (website) $394.37 past due charges

Subtotal Expenses $394.37
BANK FEES

January $6.00
February $6.00
March $8.50
April $6.00
May $6.00
June $13.70 money order fee
July $7.25
August $7.50
September $6.20
October $6.00
November $6.00
December $6.00

Subtotal Bank Fees $85.15

Total Expenses as of 2020.01.01 $2,693.05
Total Deposits as of 2020.01.01 $13,139.82
Bank balance 2020.01.01 $10,446.77

$6,000.00
$3,000.00

Remaining balance $1,446.77

Funds on reserve for Public Art Element
Funds on reserve for Film Festival

Prepared by Cory Stechyshyn Society Chair (2020.01.10)
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Northwestern Ontario Society of Architects – 2020 Year in Review 
(continued) 
 
 
This concludes our year in review for 2020. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Cory Stechyshyn, OAA  
Chair, NWOSA 

 



 

 

 

A message from the 2020/21 ORSA Executive 

 

COVID-19 was a blow to everyone this past year and ORSA, like so many other societies and volunteer 
organizations, has tried to step up to the challenge with a renewed sense of purpose, a call to action 
rather than a reason to wallow.  

When the pandemic first hit everything, including all events ORSA usually offers, came to a halt. The 
AGM came late in the summer and the entire executive had decided to step back which left a void and 
no-one to carry the organization forward. In this void, a new team stepped forward presenting a new 
strategic plan with which to garnish new support with the hopes of a valuable energy the society had 
seemed to be losing as the year waned and the isolation of the pandemic lengthened. 

By the time of the OAA President's visit in mid-November ORSA had a new Executive with a big job 
ahead, to bring a society back from the brink of abandonment and irrelevancy. What was a surprise was 
to hear that there were many architecture societies across the province that were facing similar 
challenges amplified by the state of existing brought on during the current health crisis. 

Armed with a new strategic plan the Executive has already begun to make strides towards its goals of 
improved communication with its membership and providing an outline of objectives for its 
membership to get involved with. A short form outline of this strategic plan is included in this report. 

A web developer has already been engaged and we expect the new site to be launched by the end of Q1 
2021 to align with the first online version of Ottawa Architecture Week. Our social media is slowly 
growing traction with 15% of our first year goals and plans are underway to reach out to local firms and 
schools of architecture and technology to raise awareness to re-connect with our membership and 
spread the word about how people can get involved in our local architecture community. 

ORSA is committed to becoming a more relevant and focused society of engaged members and 
interested audience through which we promote the values of our profession in our community. ORSA 
volunteers, including the executive, board members and the leaders who organize our events (such as 
Ottawa Architecture Week, Women of Architecture, the Official Plan Committee and the Golf 
Tournament) are who make this organization function and make it great. We are looking forward to a 
year of new growth and youthful energy through which to inspire our membership to get more involved 
and reconnect with each other and their community. As can be seen in the financial report, ORSA is well 
positioned for an exciting year of revitalization, so hold on, it will be an exciting ride. 
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2020 Annual Report 

Executive Committee: 

Chair   Christopher Moise, Architect 
Vice-Chair  Tamara Khou, Architect 
Treasurer  Darryl Hood, Architect 
Secretary  Paolo Marinelli, Intern Architect 
Registrar  Marc Mainville, Intern Architect 
OAA Liaison  Gord Erskine, Architect 
RAIC Liaison  Vacant 
Carleton University  Vacant 
 
Contributors 

Ottawa Architecture Week Women of Architecture Official Plan Committee 
Camille Baello Camille Baello Shannon Bassett 
Alexandra Blanchet Alexandra Blanchet Toon Dreessen 
Roberto Campos Zeynep Ekim Gord Erskine 
Darryl Hood Carolyn Gillespie Tobias Fellows 
Tamara Khou Enid Huang Janis Hamacher 
Paolo Marinelli Tamara Khou Jennifer Heaney 
Mitch Vanderborn Monique St. Pierre Marc Mainville 
Edward Solodukhin  Ali Navidbakhsh 
Monique St. Pierre  Monique St. Pierre 
  Alberto Temprano 
  Martin Tite 
  Ralph Wiesbrock 
 

Report on Activities: 

1.0.  Annual General Meeting (Virtual) 

The virtual Annual General Meeting was held on July 29, 2020 over Zoom. Although limited, attending 
members heard a summary of the past year’s activities and events from the outgoing Executive 
including an update on ORSA Financials, presented by Treasurer Vanessa Worrell. Co-Chairs, Zoe Lebel 
and Tamara Khou thanked all for attending and spoke about the limited activities of the Society during 
the pandemic. Toon Dreessen, past Chair of ORSA and past president of the OAA, presented a talk 
'Towards an Architecture Policy for Canada' and lead a discussion following. Afterwards the out-going 
Executive attempted to hold an election for new members to take over, though not a hand was raised. 

2.0. 2020/21 Strategic Plan 

In the aftermath of this situation, a small but eager team formed around a simple yet concise Strategic 
Plan through which to garnish new support and interest in the Society.  This is an outlined short version 
of what it entails: 
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3.0. Golf Tournament 

Cancelled due to COVID-19  

4.0. Ottawa Architecture Week 

Cancelled due to COVID-19  

5.0. OAA President’s Visit 2020 

The annual OAA President and Executive Director’s visit took place virtually on November 12, 2020.  

6.0. Official Plan Committee  

Inactive 2020 

7.0. Women of Architecture 

Inactive 2020 

8.0. Website and Communications 

The new website will improve communication with membership giving a clear path to the Executive, 
Committee Leaders and membership as a whole. 

9.0. 2021 Objectives 

Our first objective is to launch a new website in Q1 to engage current members, supporters and the 
public to raise awareness of the Society, its role in the community and its activities with resources and 
links regarding COVID-19 awareness and support. 

Additional objectives for the upcoming year include: 

¨ Building Volunteer numbers for Committees with Leaders to guide them; 
¨ Virtual networking events; 
¨ Development of the ORSA Manual for continuity and knowledge transfer; 
¨ Active promotion of World Architecture Day in relation to OAA activities/events; 
¨ Increase in opportunities to cross-pollinate with the RAIC; 
¨ Funding/supporting Continuing Education Sessions for members; 
¨ Development of the ORSA Design Excellence Awards.  

10.0. Financial Summary 

See financial summary 2020 under separate cover. 



 

 

Ottawa Regional Society of Architects - 2020 STRATEGIC PLAN (Short) 

ORSA Mandate: "To provide a venue for dialogue between local architects, a support network for 
professional advice, social interaction among the architectural community and opportunities for leadership, 
continuing education, and community outreach." 

The Problem: The Ottawa Regional Society of Architects has lost the interest of its membership. The 
executive is turning over without viable replacement. There is little to no public awareness or interest in the 
Society. There is dwindling leadership, little involvement, and no action plan for change. 

Mission: To have the most active and robust society of members in the Country, who are interested and 
motivated to volunteer their time and energy in engagement with the membership and their community. 

Premise: To achieve the goal of a robust membership of volunteers and services we must first make the 
society relevant to our Audience (through architectural conversation/discourse) so that participation will 
become interesting/imperative for the Membership (build involvement through a growing audience). 

Year 1 Goals (September 2020 - August 2021): 

1. Develop new ORSA Website 
2. Bring motion to OAA to support Societies providing Structured Con-ed hours for volunteers. 
3. Build the ACTIVE Membership Volunteers to 60 names who commit 10 hours (each for one year) 

with the goal of raising interest/building an Audience in our local community and provide services 
to membership through committees. 

Membership Committees and objectives (See Committee Outlines): 

1. Website Committee: Develop a strategy for website construction and delivery (see website 
outline). Leader with 5 volunteers 

2. Social Media Committee: Develop a strategy for volunteering in social media production (see 
social media outline and campaign). Leader with 15 volunteers 

· Goals for year one: Metrics are social media follows/website visits: 
i. 1,000 followers on ORSA Instagram; 

ii. 1,000 followers on ORSA Facebook; 
iii. 1,000 followers on ORSA LinkedIn; 
iv. 1,000 visits to ORSA website; 

3. Events Committee: Develop a strategy for volunteering in providing four events/social 
gatherings (to be defined). Leader with 5 volunteers 

a. lectures/workshops/exhibitions/tours/vernissages/film screenings/local awards/Gala 
4. ORSA Executive Manual Committee: Develop a manual for future ORSA executives to provide 

continuity and knowledge transfer. Leader with 5 volunteers 
5. ORSA Design Excellence Awards Committee: Develop the program and execute for 2021 

Leader with 5 volunteers 
6. Golf Tournament Committee: Develop program and create buzz/increase involvement. Leader 

with 5 volunteers 
7. Architecture Week Committee: Develop program and execute the events. Leader with 10 

volunteers; 
8. Women of Architecture Committee: Sister group. Leader with 10 volunteers; 
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2020 FINANCIAL REPORT

May 1, 2019 to April 30, 2020

Category Description  Budget  Actual  Difference 

Revenues

OAA Memberships 24,000$                   21,705$                   (2,295)$                     

Membership Sales
Firm Memberships 4,000$                     600$                        (3,400)$                     
Individual Memberships 1,000$                     ‐$                              (1,000)$                     
Supporters 4,000$                     ‐$                              (4,000)$                     

Events
Golf Tournament 18,000$                   20,981$                   2,981$                      

Special Project Funding
Ottawa Architecture Week 15,000$                   18,000$                   3,000$                      
Local Advocacy (OAA funding) ‐$                              2,500$                     2,500$                      
WOA! ‐$                              6,000$                     6,000$                      

Investment Income 140$                        525$                        385$                          

Total Revenues 66,140$                   70,311$                   4,171$                      

Page 1 of 4 2020 Financial Report



OTTAWA REGIONAL SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS A Society of the
Ontario Association of Architects

Category Description  Budget  Actual  Difference 

Expenses

Administration
Executive/Board Meetings 1,200$                     675$                        525$                          
Mailbox 300$                        266$                        34$                            
Misc. (printing, postage, etc) 500$                        42$                          458$                          
Part Time Admin 3,600$                     ‐$                              3,600$                      

Banking
Quicken software 40$                          40$                          $                                
Bambora (online CC) 400$                        180$                        220$                          
Banking fees 25$                          5$                             21$                            
Merchant Services 250$                        204$                        47$                            

Donations
Children's Hospital 8,000$                     10,023$                   (2,023)$                      *
Partner event sponsorships 2,500$                     1,500$                     1,000$                      
Student Awards 500$                        500$                        $                                

Events
AGM (2019) 3,000$                     1,545$                     1,455$                      
Golf Tournament 10,000$                   10,958$                   (958)$                        
President's Dinner 1,500$                     2,290$                     (790)$                        
Winter Party (ARIDO) 4,000$                     ‐$                              4,000$                      
ORSA Mixers 3,000$                     ‐$                              3,000$                      
ORSA Workshops ‐$                              716$                        (716)$                        

Special Projects
ORSA Design Excellence Awards 1,500$                     ‐$                              1,500$                      
Ottawa Architecture Week 15,000$                   14,232$                   768$                          
WOA! 3,500$                     1,313$                     2,187$                      
Official Plan ‐$                              418$                        (418)$                        

Website
Web Development 2,500$                     2,627$                     (127)$                        
Web Maintenance 3,500$                     678$                        2,822$                      

Discretionary Funds 1,000$                     ‐$                              1,000$                      

Total Expenses 65,815$                   48,211$                   17,604$                   

NET REVENUE 325$                          22,100$                   21,775$                    

Balance Beginning of Year 79,469$                  

Balance End of Year 101,569$               

Member's Equity May 1, 2020
Chequing Account 101,569$               
Term Deposits 35,000$                  
Total 136,569$               

*   Golf tournament surplus revenue

Page 2 of 4 2020 Financial Report



OTTAWA REGIONAL SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS A Society of the
Ontario Association of Architects

2020/2021 BUDGET (May 1, 2020 to April 30, 2021)
Category Description  Budget 2020  2020 Actual  2021 Budget 

Revenues

OAA Memberships 24,000$                   21,705$                   21,000$                   

Membership Sales
Firm Memberships 4,000$                     600$                        1,000$                     
Individual Memberships 1,000$                     ‐$                              500$                        
Supporters 4,000$                     ‐$                              ‐$                              

Events
Golf Tournament 18,000$                   20,981$                   ‐$                               **

Special Project Funding
Ottawa Architecture Week 15,000$                   18,000$                   15,000$                   
Local Advocacy (OAA funding) ‐$                              2,500$                     ‐$                              
WOA! ‐$                              6,000$                     ‐$                              

Investment Income 140$                        525$                        140$                        

Total Revenues 66,140$                   70,311$                   37,640$                   

Page 3 of 4 2020 Financial Report



OTTAWA REGIONAL SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS A Society of the
Ontario Association of Architects

Category Description  Budget 2020  2020 Actual  2021 Budget 

Expenses

Administration
Executive/Board Meetings 1,200$                     675$                        1,200$                     
Mailbox 300$                        266$                        300$                        
Misc. (printing, postage, etc) 500$                        42$                          100$                        
Part Time Admin 3,600$                     ‐$                              ‐$                              

Banking
Quicken software 40$                          40$                          40$                          
Bambora (online CC) 400$                        180$                        200$                        
Banking fees 25$                          5$                             25$                          
Merchant Services 250$                        204$                        ‐$                              

Donations
Children's Hospital 8,000$                     10,023$                   ‐$                               **
Partner event sponsorships 2,500$                     1,500$                     2,500$                     
Student Awards 500$                        500$                        500$                        
Charitable Donations (TBD) ‐$                              ‐$                              10,000$                   

Events
AGM (2020 ‐ Virtual) 3,000$                     1,545$                     ‐$                               **
Golf Tournament 10,000$                   10,958$                   ‐$                               **
President's Dinner 1,500$                     2,290$                     2,000$                     
Winter Party (ARIDO) 4,000$                     ‐$                              4,000$                     
ORSA Mixers 3,000$                     ‐$                              1,500$                     
ORSA Workshops ‐$                              716$                        2,000$                     

Special Projects
ORSA Design Excellence Awards 1,500$                     ‐$                              2,500$                     
Ottawa Architecture Week 15,000$                   14,232$                   15,000$                   
WOA! 3,500$                     1,313$                     3,500$                     
Official Plan ‐$                              418$                        1,500$                     

Website
Web Development 2,500$                     2,627$                     50,000$                   
Web Maintenance 3,500$                     678$                        1,000$                     

Discretionary Funds 1,000$                     ‐$                              1,000$                     

Total Expenses 65,815$                   48,211$                   98,865$                   

NET REVENUE 325$                          22,100$                    61,225‐$                   

** Zeroed due to COVID

Balance Beginning of Year 101,569$                

Projected Balance End of Year 40,344$                   

Page 4 of 4 2020 Financial Report



 
 
 
 

 

 
January 11, 2021 
 
Summary of Annual Report for Publication 
 
St. Lawrence Valley Society of Architects 
SLVSA 
 
The membership continues to seek out avenues to fulfil our mandate for the promotion of 
architecture to the public in partnership with other initiatives. Later in 2021 we hope to host a 
National Policy Workshop lead by Toon Dreessen for our local society with members of the 
public invited to participate. 
 
In the early stages of the pandemic closures we were happy to see the OAA, the societies and 
members of our own society come together and support one another by providing helpful 
resources. The content included information on new ways of working from home using video 
conferencing, managing CA during closures, webinars to assist with ConEd requirements, and 
local municipal updates. 
 
We believe we were one of the first societies to welcome the OAA President Kathleen Kurtin and 
Executive Director Kristi Doyle for a virtual visit on September 30th in lieu of the annual 
President’s dinner. There were approximately 15 people in attendance which was lower than 
previous years, but the format did present an opportunity for more members on the outskirts of 
the society to join the conversation without having to drive to Kingston, where the society 
typically gathers. 
 
The increased online structured learning opportunities provided by the OAA last year were 
helpful to the membership, as was the boost in the number of third-party courses. We hope that 
this format will continue, and we will continue to inform our members of opportunities that 
become available. 
 
  
Respectfully, 
 
 
Sam Laffin, OAA  and  Kristin James, OAA 
Co-Chair, SLVSA   Co-Chair, SLVSA 
Partner, Lot 9 Architects  Partner, Lot 9 Architects  



 
 

 

2019 Annual Report Highlights Summary | Trent Society of Architects (TRENT)  

               

  

  

Key activities of 2019 and initiatives of the Trent Society of Architects include:  

 

Due to the unfortunate events that have happened this year, the Society has not been able to meet in 

person collectively.  However, the virtual world has been our friend.  Communicating has been helpful to 

society members for updates from the OAA, webinars for continuous education, and assistance to one 

another when needed.  Most recently, we invited the City of Peterborough Building Division to a 

Charette, facilitated by Lett Architects Inc. in Peterborough.  This charette discussed various formats for 

submitting permits and the future of online submissions.  It also introduced us to the Ontario Building 

Officials Association – Lift Lock Division.   

 

In the past year, we have had one new member join our Society and potentially three more to come this 

first quarter.  That will bring the TSofA over 20 members. Our society engagement has grown over the 

year, mainly with constant communication via e-mail involving new ideas, future society engagement, 

learning opportunities, and RFP alerts. Our Society held the annual President’s Dinner virtually, having 

members from the Northumberland Durham Society of Architects.   

 

We will continue to provide our members with learning opportunities, we will be working together to 

discuss new community involved ideas, potentially organize a few community events once the pandemic 

is over, design a new TRENT logo, and finalize the Facebook and LinkedIn pages.   

  

Matthew Z. Philip 

Lic. Tech. | OAA 

Chair, Trent Society of Architects 
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It is probably an understatement to say that 2020 has been a year 
like no other.

For the last 133 years, the TSA has been bringing people together 
to discuss, learn and explore around our shared passion for the 
built environment and love for our city. With gathering restrictions, 
physical distancing and stay at home orders in place, this year’s 
pandemic brought new challenges that jeopardized the very core of 
what we do.

With 2020 now behind us — and thanks to the work of our tireless 
volunteers and staff — we are proud to say our Society rose to the 
occasion, finding new ways of building community and bringing 
people together all while staying apart. Through virtual platforms 
and new digital programming, thousands of people were able to 
join us on virtual tours, online lectures and digital meet-ups. From 
virtual Pride floats to gingerbread cities, our members displayed 
their creativity in new virtual spaces and our programming has 
become more accessible and inclusive, engaging new audiences and 
welcoming new members far beyond our traditional reach.

The success of these new digital offerings has made it clear that they 
are here to stay — a permanent compliment to our popular in-person 
events which we hope to restart in the near future. We are still in the 
early days of our digital programming, but we are looking forward to 

A message from the 
2020 TSA Executive
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implementing the lessons learnt from 2020 and exploring these new 
opportunities for engagement. 

While the pandemic and our pivot to digital took the lion’s share of 
attention and resources, 2020 was also important for our Society’s 
governance as we continued to work behind-the-scenes in making 
the TSA more transparent, accessible and sustainable. Key to these 
goals was the development and implementation of our new Initiative 
Co-Lead training process, a new one-year leadership training 
opportunity required for all those seeking to be part of the Executive.  
This approach forms part of our long-term succession plan and helps 
to ensure the members of the Executive are invested in both specific 
initiatives and the big picture vision. Work is currently underway to 
produce a volunteer handbook that defines all key volunteer positions 
and establishes clear paths for leadership positions. 
 
Speaking of leadership, 2020 was also a year of leadership renewal 
at the TSA, as we elected a new Chair (Megan Torza) and Vice 
Chair (Ana-Francisca de la Mora) for the 2020-2022 term. We want 
to take this opportunity to thank Past Chair Maria Denegri for her 
leadership and dedication, and look forward to her continued support 
and advice. 

While the year was certainly unique, some things remained 
(thankfully) unchanged. In terms of membership, it was yet another 
year of continuous growth as we welcomed just over 249 new 
members, a 15% increase compared to the previous year, for a total 
of 1885 members. This increase was throughout all membership 
categories, although new student members still represent the fastest 
growing membership category. We are incredibly grateful to our 
membership for their continued support and commitment to the TSA. 

Unfortunately, not everything in 2020 is a story of growth. The 
cancellation of the TSA BASH, our annual year-end fundraiser and 
party, coupled with the financial uncertainty of a difficult year meant 
that 2020 also marked our lowest fundraising and ticket sales in 
recent history. While our income shrank by approximately 20% 
compared to 2019, thanks to careful financial management and 
reduced event costs, we were able to deliver high quality, timely 
and abundant programming throughout the year and continued our 
commitment to scholarship programs within the GTA. 

The financial sustainability of our Society will be a continued area of 
focus as we transition to a new year-round sponsorship program and 
look to balance the return of our in-person programming with our new 
digital offerings. 

2020 was nothing if not challenging and this year’s annual report 
provides a snapshot of what is likely one of the most peculiar years 
in our Society’s history. We are immensely proud of what we have 
accomplished as a Society and are excited to build upon this work as 
we enter a new year. 

On behalf of the Toronto Society of Architects Executive,

Megan Torza   Ana-Francisca de la Mora
Chair    Vice-Chair

Alana Young
Treasurer
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NUMBERS



ANNUAL REPORT 2020 11TORONTO SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS

Numbers

The following pages summarize some of 
key metrics and data for 2020 including 
membership numbers (and changes from 
previous years), our annual revenue and 
expenses, as well as glance at some of 
the performance numbers of our events 
including attendance, partnerships and 
reach. They provide a birds-eye view of 
many aspects of our Society and a useful 
benchmark to compare to previous years. 1885

Membership

1. Architects
2. Intern Architects
3. Licensed Technologists OAA
4. Students
5. General

58.6%

23.7%

1.2%

12.4%

4.2%

12

3

4

5

1636 (2019)
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$152,337

Revenue

1. Membership Dues
2. OAA Per Capita Funding
3. Ticket Sales
4. Special Project Funding (SPF) 
5. Sponsorship

$ 88,915.00 

$ 38,825.00 

$ 1,947.00

$ 21,000.00 

$ 1,650.00

58.4%

25.5%

1.3%

13.8%

1.1%

1

5

2

3

4

$136,568

Expenses

1. Scholarships
2. Insurance
3. Meetings/AGM
4. Office/General Adminstrative Costs
5. TSA Programming
6. TSA Programming: Committed Funds*
7. TSA Programming: Admin Support
8. Website Maintenance

 $ 3,250.00 

 $ 2,394.00 

 $ 2,559.00

 $ 13,659.00 

 $ 14,590.00 

 $ 21,000.00 

 $ 78,275.00 

 $ 841.00

2.4%

1.8%

1.9%

10.0%

10.7%

15.4%

57.3%

0.6%

3

7

4
8

$199,423 (2019) $196,568 (2019)

5

6

* A detailed financial statement can be made available upon request. *TSA Programming: Committed Funds is funding that has already been allocated to multi-year 
projects which started in 2020 and will be completed in 2021.

**Surplus for 2020 is placed in the TSA Contingency Fund.

21
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2020 at a Glance

648
Live Events 

COVID-19 Resources Playlists 

2,0372,730

31%
Website 

13,933
Social Media

142
Volunteers 

17.5
Continuing Education

16,157
Virtual Events 

unique users accessed our 
community-sourced resource 

page

film lovers visited our 6 new 
curated TSA Playlists

volunteers & contributors made 
our programming possible

hours of OAA structured 
learning hours delivered

followers in 5 different 
social media platforms

increase in visitors to our 
website

attendees in 6 live events, from 
lectures to networking events

attendees in 31 virtual events, 
from webinars to online exhibits



1. Lectures
2. Networking
3. Tours
4. ADFF/TSA Co-Hosted Screenings
5. Digital Pride Floats
6. Gingerbread City
7. Other*

1,100

486 

6,482

650

924

7,017

146

6.55%

2.89%

38.57%

3.87%

5.50%

41.76%

0.87%
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16,805
Attendees

Events & Attendance

1. Lectures  
 
In-Person Lectures         4 
In-Person Attendance        410
Webinars         8
Online Attendance         690
OAA Structured Hours        17.5

Events Breakdown

* Includes AGM, OAA President’s Visit and panel discussions with film-makers

2. Networking  
 
In-Person Events       1 
In-Person Participants       176
Online Events         5
Online Participants       350

3. Tours 
 
Home Tours (HT)        6
HT Live Views         393
HT On Demand Views         5315
Virtual Walking Tours        4
Views in 1st 24 hours        774

3

2

17

4

6

5

4. ADFF Online 
 
TSA Co-Hosted Films       2
Festival Attendees       17,000
TSA Film Viewers       650

 11,348 (2019)
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EVENTS
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Events

2020 marked the first year where the 
TSA’s programming transitioned to new 
digital formats, opening the doors to new 
opportunities, formats and audiences 
outside of our traditional offerings. The 
following event calendar seeks to capture 
these events and those who made it 
possible. 

01.20

02.20

2020.01.16
TSA CONNECT 2020 | Student Edition
Structured Networking and Mix and Mingle  

FEATURED GUESTS | Andrew Batay-
Csorba (Batay-Csorba Architects), Anna 
Madeira (Quadrangle), Bindya Lad (Four 
Seasons Hotel & Resorts), Brandon Donnelly 
(Slate Asset Management), Chris Lloyd 
(Adamson Associates Architects), Danielle 
Sernoskie (IBI Group), Diana Zepf (FORREC 
Ltd), Domenic Virdo (Adamson Associates 
Architects), Gail Borthwick (Zeidler), 
Heather Asquith (ASQUITH Architecture), 
Heather Dubbeldam (Dubbeldam 
Architecture + Design), Jennifer Kuldats 
(Studio AC), Jessica Shifman (Diamond 
Schmitt Architects), Mélisa Audet (OAA), 
Natasha Basacchi (Zeidler), Nathan Flach 
(Brook McIlroy), Queenie Wong (Zeidler), 
Pamela Bruneau (Adamson Associates 
Architects), Sirous Ghanbarzadeh 
(Urban Strategies), Terry Sin (Norm Li), 
Veronica Madonna (Moriyama & Teshima 
Architects), Uros Novakovic (Office Ou), 
Viktor Jaunkalns (MJMA)

2020.01.22
Materializing the Future
TSA IDEAS Forum in partnership with 
DesignTO

SPEAKERS | Chris Pommer (PLANT), 
David Correa (University of Waterloo), 
Jessica Thalman, Kazmy Chi (Universidad 
de Monterrey), Lauren Abrahams (Public 
Work), Pat Hanson (gh3*), Richard Witt 
(Quadrangle)

2020.02.11
Evolving from Barrier-Free to Universal 
Design
TSA Technical Series

SPEAKER | Bob Topping (DesignABLE 
Environments Inc.)

2020.01.21
Addressing the Climate Crisis
TSA Urban Affairs Forum in partnership 
with DesignTO

SPEAKERS | Doug Webber (Purpose 
Building), Dr. Ted Kesik (University of 
Toronto), Theresa Warnaar (KingSett 
Capital)
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04.18

03.19

2020.04.30
South House
TSA Home Tour

TOUR GUIDE | Joey Giaimo (Giaimo)

2020.03.03
Annual General Meeting 2020

2020.03.10
Structural Thermal Breaks
TSA Technical Series

SPEAKER | Dritan Topuzi (Schöck North 
America)

2020.05.28
Curvy Eco Home
TSA Home Tour

TOUR GUIDE | Craig Race (Craig Race 
Architecture)

2020.04.22
TSA CONNECT Series | Session 1
Virtual Structured Networking and Mix and 
Mingle  

FEATURED GUESTS | Heather Dubbeldam 
(Dubbeldam Architecture + Design), Richard 
Witt (Quadrangle Architecture)

05.19

2020.05.06
TSA CONNECT Series | Session 2
Virtual Structured Networking and Mix and 
Mingle  

FEATURED GUESTS | Anya Moryoussef 
(Anya Mryoussef Architect, Gail Borthwick 
(Zeidler), Janna Levitt (LGA Architectural 
Partners), Titka Seddighi (IBI Group)

2020.05.27
Place Branding Through Architecture
TSA Technical Series 

SPEAKERS | Rae Lam Fox and Udo 
Schliemann (Entro)

2020.05.06
TSA CONNECT Series | Session 3
Virtual Structured Networking and Mix and 
Mingle  

FEATURED GUESTS | Anya Moryoussef 
(Anya Mryoussef Architect, Gail Borthwick 
(Zeidler),Janna Levitt (LGA Architectural 
Partners), Titka Seddighi (IBI Group)

(Top) Our first student edition of TSA CONNECT, our signature networking event, was a great success with over 100 
attendees and 20 featured guests. (Bottom) From barrier free to thermal breaks, continuing education continued to 
be a priority for the TSA - in person and virtual.
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 (Top) Despite the pandemic our commitment to climate action didn’t stop. What was going to be a members town 
hall became a climate action questionnaire to obtain feedback from our members. (Bottom) Looking to create new 
shared spaces for community and celebration while we all did our part staying home, we took our Pride celebrations 
to the virtual public realm with a one-of-a-kind design challenge: virtual, immersive Pride floats! 

2020.06.11
Bellwoods Lodge
TSA Home Tour

TOUR GUIDE | Rick Galezowski (Great 
Lake Studio)

06.19

2020.06.03
TSA CONNECT Series | Session 4
Virtual Structured Networking and Mix and 
Mingle  

FEATURED GUESTS | Franca Rezza 
(Gensler), Isabelle Talbot (Ray), Johanna 
Stille (University of Toronto Mississauga), 
Miyako Saito Panalaks (Rogers 
Communications Inc.)

2020.06.16
Workplace Inclusion for Gender and 
Sexual Diversity
TSA Technical Series, presented as part of  
the TSA’s special Pride 2020 programming

SPEAKERS | Egale

2020.06.17
TSA CONNECT Series | Pride Edition
Virtual Structured Networking and Mix 
and Mingle, presented as part of  the TSA’s 
special Pride 2020 programming  

FEATURED GUESTS | Elle Flanders 
(Public Studio), Kate Bowman (Centreline 
Architecture), Kfir Gluzberg (Kilogram 
Studio), Michael McClelland (ERA), Scott 
Weir (ERA), Tamira Sawatzky (Public 
Studio)

2020.06.18
TSA Virtual Pride Floats
Prsented as part of  the TSA’s special Pride 
2020 programming  

DESIGNERS | Anne-Marie Armstrong + 
Andrew Ashey + Ethan O’Kane (AAmp 
Studio), Chris Blackwell + Dina Sarhane + 
Shalice Coutu (DS Studio), Denegri Bessai 
Studio, Farah Manley + Natalia Bakaeva 
(Interspatial Collective), Guadalupe 
Koen Alonso + Madeline Barnes Planer, 
Kfir Gluzberg + January Chen (Kilogram 
Studio), Kurtis Chen + Janice Miyagi, 
Timothy Birchard

2020.06.02
Leading in Uncertain Times
TSA Technical Series

SPEAKER | Vanessa Judelman (Mosaic 
People Development)

2020.06.01
TSA Playlist | June: Outdoors

2020.06.23
Climate Action Questionnaire launched
Questionnaire formulated in collaboration 
with Architects Declare Canada



ANNUAL REPORT 2020 27TORONTO SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS

Community looked a bit different this year but it was still at the heart of everything we did! From lectures to 
networking events, executive meetings to tours training, we are grateful for all the opportunities to come together.

Collage of 2020 TSA Initiatives participants 
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07.20

2020.07.23
Solares House
TSA Home Tour

TOUR GUIDE | Christine Lolley (Solares 
Architecture)

2020.07.01
TSA Playlist | July: O Canada

2020.08.27
Granny’s House
TSA Home Tour

TOUR GUIDE | Tura Cousins Wilson 
(SOCA Studio)

2020.09.24
The Laneway House
TSA Home Tour

TOUR GUIDE | Brigitte Shim  
(Shim-Sutcliffe Architects)

08.19

2020.08.01
TSA Playlist | August: Architecture in 
Film (Part 1)

2020.07.14
Lunch Date with the Director | Design 
Canada Q&A
Virtual Q&A

DIRECTOR | Greg Durrell

MODERATOR | Elsa Lam (Canadian 
Architect)

2020.07.18
Virtual Tour | Humber Bay

2020.08.01
Virtual Tour | Ontario Place

2020.08.22
Virtual Tour | The Harboufront Part 1

You couldn’t come to our tours so this year our tours came to you in new virtual formats! (Top) Our new on-demand 
Instagram Story tours took us on a long walk along the waterfront, from Humber Bay to East Bayfront. (Bottom) Our 
new Home Tours welcomed audiences into some very special spaces - the homes of architects and their families! 
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09.20

2020.09.01
TSA Playlist | September: Community 
Shorts

CONTRIBUTORS | Alistair Grierson , 
Diamond Schmitt Architects, Edie Steiner, 
Francisca Duran, Gabriel Chareton, Greg 
Van Riel, Hamid Shahi, Manuel Graça 
Dias, Michael Yoshimura, Peter Kwak 
+ Wayne Yan, Reza Aliabadi, Rikako 
Takashi. Shabaan Khokhar, Shabaan 
Khokha + Zahra Falamarzi + David Correa, 
UWaterloo students + David Correa + 
Shabaan Khokhar, Steve Socha, Vineetha 
Sivathasan

2020.10.01
TSA Playlist | October: Women in 
Architecture

2020.09.29
TSA Community Shorts Panel | 
Experimental Cinematography

SPEAKERS | Gabriel Chareton, Franci 
Duran, Steve Socha

MODERATOR | Arnaud Marthouret 
(Revelateur Studio)

2020.09.29
TSA Community Shorts Panel | Thesis

SPEAKERS | Alistair Grierson, David 
Correa, Michael Yoshimura, Peter Kwak, 
Shabaan Khokhar, Wayne Yan, Vineetha 
Sivathasan

MODERATOR | Peter Sobchak

2020.09.05
Virtual Tour | The Harbourfront Part 2

10.19

2020.10.06
Bird-Friendly Design
TSA Technical Series

SPEAKER | Kelly Snow (City Planning 
Division, City of Toronto)

11.20

2020.11.03
Embodied Carbon in Building Materials
TSA Technical Series, presented as part of 
the Building, Ecology, Science, Technology 
lecture series with the John H. Daniels 
Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and 
Design

SPEAKER | Anthony Pak (Priopta)

2020.11.24
Meeting the 2030 Challenge: One Step 
at a Time (Part 1)
Special Lecture organized by the University 
of Toronto Ontario Building Envelope 
Council with support from the TSA

SPEAKERS | Luka Matutinovic (Purpose 
Building), Mark Gaglione (EllisDon), Alex 
Speigel (Windmill Developments)

MODERATOR | Dr. Ted Kesik (University of 
Toronto)

2019.11.19 - 2019.12.03
Architecture and Design Film Festival 
2020 Online
Film Festival in partnership with ADFF 
featuring 17 curated on-demand films and 
numerous post-screening talks

SPEAKERS | Lulu Wei (Director, There’s 
No Place Like This Place, Anyplace!), 
Alex Bozikovic (The Globe and Mail) 
(Moderator), Mike Layton (City of 
Toronto), Scott Calbeck (Director, Magical 
Imperfection: The Life & Architecture of 
Raymond Moriyama), Bruce Kuwabara 
(KPMB), Carol Phillips (Moriyama and 
Teshima), Stefan Novakovic (Azure 
Magazine) (Moderator)

2019.11.26
OAA President’s Visit
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2020.12.17
2020 Gingerbread City
Virtual showcase of gingerbread creations 
from our members and other gingerbread 
lovers, building upon the local Annual East 
End Architects GIngerbread Competition 
organized by MOSS SUND since 2017.

CONTRIBUTORS | ACK Architects, 
Beatric D’Angelo, Faculty of Arts & Science 
University of Toronto, Great Lake Studio 
(Rick, Maggie, Levi), Izen Architecture, 
James Mallinson + Elsa Lam + son, Jocelyn 
Squires, Joël León Danis, Kurt Kraler, Lea 
Wiljer, Leena Sinha + Jutta Brendemuhl, 
Luke Moss Moulding, Marie Buban 
and son, Michelle Chan, MOSS SUND 
Architects, Pamela Bruneau, Romy Poletti, 
Snober Khan + Satesh Lakhan, SUMO 
Project, Timothy Birchard + Michael Sydor, 
Yvonne Chan + Katherine Lui

2020.12.08
Pet Friendly Design Guidelines
TSA Technical Series

SPEAKER | Gail Shinlingford (DIALOG)

2020.12.01
Towards an Architecture of Less Harm
TSA Technical Series, presented as part of 
the Building, Ecology, Science, Technology 
lecture series with the John H. Daniels 
Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and 
Design

SPEAKER | Andy Thomson (Thomson 
Architecture, Inc.)

12.20

2020.12.01
TSA Playlist | December: Architecture in 
Film (Part 2)

From modernist slabs to edible bay and gables, our first ever Gingerbread City was a success both locally and 
abroad with over 7,000 visitors to the digital showcase and over 630,000 social media impressions in just a 
couple of weeks! 
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PEOPLE
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 Megan Torza, Chair  Ana-Francisca de la Mora, Vice-Chair

 Maria Denegri, Past Chair   Jason Dobbin, Executive Member

 Charles Lau, Executive Member  Kevin McIntosh, Executive Member

 Varsha Kumar, Co-Lead

 Kurtis Chen, Co-Lead

  Sarah Garland, Administrator

 Pamela Bruneau, Co-Lead

 Alana Young, Treasurer

  Heather Dubbeldam, Executive Member

  Joël León Danis, Programming Director

 Anthony Lombardo, Financial Coordinator

 Barbora Vokac-Taylor, Executive Member

 Anna Kao, Co-Lead

 Francis May, Administrator

TSA Executive, Co-Leads and Staff 2020

Just like everything else, our Executive meetings 
(and our annual group photo) had to adapt to a 
new virtual reality. 
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People

What we do is only possible thanks 
to dozens of volunteers who selflessly 
dedicate countless hours to our Society. 
The TSA would like to express our 
enormous gratitude to all those who make 
our initiatives and programs possible. You 
are at the very heart of the TSA’s work. 

Officers of the Society

Megan Torza
Chair
Urban Affairs and IDEAS Forums

Ana-Francisca de la Mora
Vice-Chair
Technical Lectures and TSA CONNECT

Alana Young
Treasurer
Doors Open and Building Tours

Maria Denegri
Past-Chair

Executive Members

Barbora Vokac-Taylor
Doors Open and Building Tours

Charles Lau
Film Initiatives

Heather Dubbeldam
Guide Map

Kevin McIntosh
TSA CONNECT

Jason Dobbin
Student Outreach

Initiatives Co-Leads

Varsha Kumar
Doors Open and Building Tours

Pamela Bruneau
Walking Tours

Kurtis Chen
Pride Initiatives

Anna Kao
Film Initiatives

OAA Council Liaison

David Rich

Advisory Board

Antonio Gómez-Palacio

Meg Graham 

Joe Lobko

David Sisam

Support and Administration

Joël León
Programming Director

Sarah Garland
Administrator

Francis May
Administrator

Anthony Lombardo
Financial Coordinator

Marta O’Brien
Tours Coordinator
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Organizing Committee Members

Film Initiatives

Ralph Holmes

Grace Lau

Peter Sobchak

Samuel Forrest

Guide Map

Ian Chodikoff

Kristine Morris

Jennifer Wieskopf

Pride

Eric Wang

Janice Miyagi

Kfir Gluzberg

Samantha Bite

Vineetha Sivathasan

Gingerbread Showcase

Carolyn Moss

Victoria Morwick

Initiatives Volunteers

Tour Guides

Daniel Gaito

Daniela Cojocariu

Derek McCallum

Emad Ghattas

Eric Gertner

Felicity Scherk

Francis May

Hector Tuminen

Judy Jacobs

Kurtis Chen

Ulysses Valiente

Varsha Kumar

Tour Guides in Training

Alistair Grierson

Anwar Kassas

Arba Tsakiridis

Ares Tsakiridis

Daria Forsiuk

Hamid Shahi

Hengameh Ataie

Ksheel Shetty

Lauren Chan

Pablo Donoso

Uyen Bui

Other Initiatives

Afsah Ali

Chakameh Seirafy

Diane Schunk

Emmanuella Ofori

Parul Kaushik

Sanjana Patel

Tom Bessai

Speakers

Alistair Grierson

Andy Thomson 

Anthony Pak

Bob Topping

Bruce Kuwabara

Carol Phillips 

Chris Pommer

David Correa 

Doug Webber

Dritan Topuzi 

Franci Duran

Gabriel Chareton

Gail Shillingford 

Greg Durrell 

Jessica Thalmann 

Kazmy Chi

Kelly Snow 

Lauren Abrahams 

Lulu Wei

Michael Yoshimura

Mike Layton

Pat Hanson 

Peter Kwak

Rae Lam Fox 

Richard Witt 

Scott Calbeck 

S. Kate Moore 

Shabaan Khokhar

Steve Socha

Ted Kesik 

Theresa Warnaar 

Udo Schliemann

Vanessa Judelman 

Vineetha Sivathasan

Wayne Yan

Moderators

Alex Bozikovic 

Arnaud Marthouret

Elsa Lam 

Peter Sobchak 

Stefan Novakovic
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Featured Guests

Adidharma Purnomo 

Andrew Batay-Csorba 

Anna Madeira 

Anya Moryoussef 

Bindya Lad 

Brandon Donnelly 

Chris Lloyd 

Christine Lolley 

Danielle Sernoskie

Diana Zepf 

Domenic Virdo

Elle Flanders 

Franca Rezza

Gail Borthwick

Heather Asquith

Heather Dubbeldam 

Hugh Clark

Isabelle Talbot 

Janna Levitt 

Jennifer Kuldlats

Jessica Shifman

Johanna Stille

Kate Bowman

Kelly Buffey

Kfir Gluzberg

Mélisa Audet

Michael McClelland

Miyako Saito Panalaks

Natasha Basacchi

Nathan Flach

Queenie Wong

Scott Weir

Sirous Ghanbarzadeh

Tamira Sawatzky

Terry Sin

Titka Seddighi 

Uros Novakovic

Veronica Madonna

Viktor Jaunkalns

Virtual Tour Content Contributors

Angie Oliveira

Bruce Gilchrist

Bruno Weber

Claude Cormier

Delphine Lesage

Emily Mueller De Celis

Evelyn Chin

Fung Lee

Gaby Aviad

Jessie Seed

Jill Anholt

Jocelyn Squires

Lindsay Watson

Melissa Verge

Nicole Liao

Stephanie Mah

Home Tour Guides

Brigitte Shim

Christine Lolley

Craig Race

Joey Giaimo

Rick Galezowski

Tura Cousins Wilson

Virtual Pride Float Designers

Anne-Marie Armstrong + Andrew Ashey + 
Ethan O’Kane 

Chris Blackwell + Dina Sarhane + Shalice 
Coutu

Denegri Bessai Studio

Farah Manley + Natalia Bakaeva 

Guadalupe Koen Alonso + Madeline 
Barnes Planer

Kfir Gluzberg + January Chen

Kurtis Chen + Janice Miyagi

Timothy Birchard

Gingerbread Showcase Contributors

ACK Architects

Beatric D’Angelo

Faculty of Arts & Science UofT

Great Lake Studio (Rick, Maggie, Levi)

Izen Architecture

James Mallinson + Elsa Lam + son

Jocelyn Squires 

Joël León Danis

Kurt Kraler

Lea Wiljer

Leena Sinha + Jutta Brendemuhl

Luke Moss Moulding

Marie Buban and son

Michelle Chan

MOSS SUND Architects

Pamela Bruneau

Romy Poletti

Snober Khan + Satesh Lakhan

SUMO Project

Timothy Birchard + Michael Sydor

Yvonne Chan + Katherine Lui
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SPONSORS
+ PARTNERS
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Sponsors, Partners & 
Collaborators

The TSA would like to express our enormous 
gratitude to sponsors, partners and 
collaborating organizations who through 
their generous support make our initiatives 
possible. We couldn’t do what we do 
without you!  

IDEAS & Urban Affairs Forums

Partners

DesignTO

Ontario Building Envelope Council Daniels 
UofT Chapter

Technical Lecture Series

Venue Sponsors

IBI Group

B.E.S.T. Lecture Series

Sponsors

Tremco

ROCKWOOL

Partners

John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, 
Landscape and Design, University of 
Toronto

Architecture and Design Film Festival 
2020 Online

Partner

ADFF

Interested in becoming a TSA sponsor or 
partner in a program? We are always 
looking for new collaborators! Check out 
our Sponsorship Prospectus, and reach out 
to us at tsa@torontosocietyofarchitects.ca 
and let’s start the conversation. 

http://torontosocietyofarchitects.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/TSA-Sponsorship-Propsectus-2020.pdf
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www.torontosocietyofarchitects.ca

e: tsa@torontosocietyofarchitects.ca

Toronto Society of Architects
20 Bloor Street East
PO Box 75094
Hudson Bay Centre
Toronto, ON M4W 3T3

@tosoarch

About the 
Toronto Society of Architects

Established in 1887, the Toronto Society of Architects 
(TSA) is a non-profit volunteer led organization 
dedicated to bringing people together to discuss, learn 
and explore around our shared passion for the built 
environment.

We are committed to the betterment of our city and 
have played an important advocacy role throughout 
Toronto’s history. We do this through a wide range of 
programs which foster welcoming and inclusive forums 
for debate and the exchange of ideas, stimulating 
critical thinking about the design and building issues of 
our time. 

Our public programming is complemented by initiatives 
supporting the personal growth and professional 
development of close to 1900 TSA members. 

Membership is open to everyone and welcomes design 
professionals, students and the general public. 
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Suzanne Stiers, Chair Aaron Ashley, Vice-Chair Ken Acton, Secretary Allaa Mokdad, Treasurer 

 

 

2020 Annual Report 

 

The WRSA is proud of their efforts this year in continuing to engage members and the community, 

especially given the challenging year.  We played an important role in our community, providing 

outreach, community involvement and support, and, once again, important commentary into continued 

architectural issues facing our community.  We have once again been successful in expanding on our 

three primary mandates of outreach, activism, and awareness.   

 

Our outreach this year began by contributing to the Windsor-Essex 

United Way’s COVID-19 Community Response and Recovery Fund, 

which went to help support those in the community who already 

face barriers such as poverty, homelessness, and social isolation – 

issues that were further affected by this global pandemic.  We 

garnered the support of 

various member firms and 

were able to collectively 

contribute monetarily to 

the endeavour.  Later in the 

year, we continued our 

support of the United 

Way’s efforts by 

contributing to their ‘On 

Track To Success’ program 

which is a career-building initiative that helps kids graduate 

high school and go on to post-secondary education.  This 

program currently includes several architecture students.  

Other outreach included supporting various events held by the 

local construction association. 

 

Our community awareness this year was highlighted primarily 

by our continued support of the Windsor International Film 

Festival (WIFF), thanks to the OAA’s Special Project Funding 

received in January 2020.  With Covid-19, WIFF was a very 

different event this year, and became a summer drive-in movie 

event ‘WIFF Under The Stars’, held downtown along Windsor’s 

riverfront.  Support of this festival was held only for the areas 

most prominent donors, for which we are proud that the 

WRSA was included in on, given our long-standing relationship 

with WIFF’s executive director.  We are proud to have been 

able to participate in such a positive event in the core of the 

city. 



   

Suzanne Stiers, Chair Aaron Ashley, Vice-Chair Ken Acton, Secretary Allaa Mokdad, Treasurer 

 

 

 

Our support of the Our Lady of Assumption Church, founded in 1728 and the oldest parish in Canada, 

West of Montreal, continued this year by working with church representatives to organize an event in 

2021 related to the church, the site, its heritage and its indigenous ties.  This event is in the planning 

stages for execution in Fall 2021 as part of Doors Open Windsor, and as funded by the OAA’s 2nd round 

of Special Project Funding, so preparation work is ongoing. 

 

This year also brought discussions with the City of Windsor and the Windsor Construction Association, 

in relation to the development of a new vendor relationship management policy.  We also continued 

our support of a responsible site for Windsor-Essex’s new Mega Hospital by providing a written 

submission to the Mayor and City Council before voting whether to support its construction at the 

selected rural ex-urban site. 

 

In the interest of promoting awareness of the field of architecture, this year we founded a new 

Education Subcommittee, and have begun to develop a prioritized outline of initiatives for this 

subcommittee with a variety of interest groups and audiences, including primary and secondary school 

children, post-secondary, interns, and continuing education for working professionals.  We are proud of 

this initiative, and look forward to developing it further in the coming year. 

 

We have also added a Vice-Chair to our Executive Committee, Aaron Ashley, who is a Licensed 

Technologist with the OAA bringing benefit to the society as we navigate the continuing evolution and 

diversification of our members and their designations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Stiers, M.Arch., OAA,  

Architect 

Chair, Windsor Region Society of Architects 



Financial Summary
Year: 2020

Date Method of Payment Vendor / Name Account Balance OAA Funding
Member 
Dues

Bank Charges Donations/Gifts Meetings Office Sponsorship
Value of HST 
Included

Notes

1/Jan/20 Opening Balance $17,785.55
6/Jan/20 cheque #000035 John Stephenson Architect $17,177.29 $608.26 Reimbursal of travel expenses for Rise! Event

7/Jan/20 pre‐authorized Eventbrite $17,463.20 $285.91 2019 membership dues

9/Jan/20 cheque #000036 Jason Grossi $17,367.55 $95.65 Refreshments Sponsorship of VABE ArchiLecture Nov. 13/19

31/Jan/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $17,361.55 $6.00 bank service charge

5/Feb/20 debit Mamo Burger $17,022.64 $338.91 General Membership Meeting ‐ Apps & Drinks

14/Feb/20 debit Staples $17,004.01 $18.63 $2.14 Portable File Folder

18/Feb/20 cheque #000038 Toon Dreessen $16,448.89 $555.12 Reimbursal of travel expenses for Rise! Event

28/Feb/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $16,442.89 $6.00 bank service charge

10/Mar/20 cheque #000039 Suzanne Stiers $16,327.99 $114.90 Reimbursal of ACF tickets, and funeral flowers

10/Mar/20 cheque #000040 Suzanne Stiers $16,225.44 $102.55 Reimbursal for JP Wiser gift to outgoing chair Settimo

12/Mar/20 cheque #00042 Windsor International Film Festival $7,625.44 $8,600.00 2019 WIFF Sponsorship

12/Mar/20 cheque #00043 Windsor International Film Festival $6,725.44 $900.00 2019 WIFF Sponsorship

31/Mar/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $6,719.44 $6.00 bank service charge

14/Apr/20 etransfer Speedprint Cowlick (Website)  $6,097.94 $621.50 Website hosting and maintenance annual fee

30/Apr/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $6,091.94 $6.00 bank service charge

20/May/20 Online Purchase Canada Helps Donation $4,891.94 $1,200.00 Windsor Essex Covid Care Coalition ‐ United Ways

29/May/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $4,885.94 $6.00 bank service charge

30/Jun/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $4,879.94 $6.00 bank service charge

30/Jun/20 cheque #00041 Ken Acton $4,797.70 $40.00 $162.72 ‐$40.48
Reimbursal to Ken Acton for water at Open Streets, minus credit 

adjustment to dinner cost for RISE! event

6/Jul/20 etransfer recvd Andrew Foot $4,837.70 $40.00 membership fee

8/Jul/20 etransfer recvd AHA Interiors (Andalieb) $4,877.70 $40.00 membership fee

22/Jul/20 cheque #00044 Windsor Construction Association $4,677.70 $200.00 Golf tournament donation

22/Jul/20 cheque #00045 Windsor Construction Association $4,477.70 $200.00 Women's Golf tournament donation

31/Jul/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $4,471.70 $6.00 bank service charge

12/Aug/20 cheque deposit BR 2431 Ontario Association of Architects $15,006.70 $6,000.00 $4,535.00 Special Project Funding from January 2020 + Membership Dues

12/Aug/20 cheque Surendra Bagga $15,066.70 $60.00 membership fee

12/Aug/20 cheque Veronika Mogyorody $15,106.70 $40.00 membership fee

14/Aug/20 debit Windsor International Film Festival $14,986.70 $120.00 WIFF tickets purchased for member contest

21/Aug/20 cheque #00046 Windsor International Film Festival $7,486.70 $7,500.00 2020 WIFF Sponsorship

31/Aug/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $7,480.70 $6.00 bank service charge

31/Aug/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $7,480.10 $0.60 bank service charge

11/Sep/20 debit Flower Shop $7,329.24 $150.86 Flowers purchased for executive member

18/Sep/20 debit O Maggio Kildare  $7,165.81 $163.43 General Executive Member Meeting

30/Sep/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $7,159.81 $6.00 bank service charge

30/Oct/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $7,153.81 $6.00 bank service charge

13/Nov/20 debit O Maggio Kildare  $7,033.92 $119.89 General Executive Member Meeting

17/Nov/20 debit United Way Windsor‐Essex $6,033.92 $1,000.00 Support of United Way's 'On Track To Success' program

30/Nov/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $6,027.92 $6.00 bank service charge

11/Dec/20 debit Anchor Coffee Xmas gift card $5,192.92 $835.00 Christmas gift cards to members

11/Dec/20 debit Starbucks Card Egift $5,142.92 $50.00 Christmas gift cards to members

31/Dec/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $5,136.92 $6.00 bank service charge

31/Dec/20 pre‐authorized Bank of Montreal $5,086.52 $50.40 bank service charge

31/Dec/20 cheque Ontario Association of Architects $13,086.52 $8,000.00 Special Project Funding from September 2020

Closing Balance $13,086.52 $14,000.00 $5,040.91 ‐$123.00 ‐$2,736.03 ‐$1,745.13 ‐$640.13 ‐$18,495.65 $2.14  

Prepared by:  Allaa Mokdad, M.Arch., Treasurer (unaudited)
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